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Ever see a fire truck in a parade 
without a Dalmatian in the 
seat up front or in the lap of a 

smiling fireman riding in back? Ever 
visit a firehouse without having one 
of those black-and-white spotted dogs 
come wagging up to you? 
Why is that? Why do Dalmations and 

firehouses go together like smoke and 
fire? The answer is interesting, and one 
you’ll likely recall every time you see the 
Dalmation/firehouse combo from now on. 
It all began in the days of stagecoaches. Horse theft 

was so common back then that many stagecoach 
drivers strung a hammock between two stalls at 
night, then slept behind their horses to guard against 
thieves. 
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But, if the driver owned a Dalma-
tian, he could sleep in the house or 
the stagecoach hotel. Why? Because it 
was observed that Dalmatians formed 
an amazingly tight bond with horses. 
When they became close with a team, 
no stranger would dare lay a hand on 
them. 

Once the knowledge of this trait 
spread, more coach drivers went to 
great lengths to get Dalmatians to watch 
their teams. In fact, this practice be-
came so common that Dalmatians were 
first called “coach dogs.” They were 
used by coach drivers centuries ago in 
England, Scotland and Wales. 

A horse’s best friend? 
“Dalmatians have always gotten along 

well with horses,” says Esmeralda Treen 
of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, a recognized 
authority on the breed. “Horses are gre-
garious and feel the need for company. 
You can’t leave them alone too long. 
Dalmatians take to horses and become 
‘companions.’ Back in the stagecoach 
days, the ‘Dals’ would run alongside the 
coaches, or under the rear axle of the 
moving coach. They’d keep up with the 
team as far as it ran, sometimes over 20 
or 30 miles a day. 

“When the coaches reached the inn, 
the coachman left the dog to guard the 
team as well as luggage in the coach,” 
Esmeralda explains. “IF the coachman 
stayed to guard, a robber would some-
times distract him in conversation while 
others pilfered the goods. They couldn’t 
pull that ruse on the Dal, since they’re 
very alert dogs.” 

When horse numbers grew here in the 
New World, the number of Dalmatians 
grew with it for the same reason — they 

were popular in the Old Country. And, 
since every firehouse back then had a 
set of fast horses to pull the pumper 
wagon, it became common for each 
group of firemen to keep a Dalmatian. 

Again, the spotted dogs not only 
guarded the firehouse horses, they kept 
them company during their long, boring 
waits between fires. And, when they 
took off for a fire, the dog would run 
alongside the pumper. 

The horses are gone from the fire sta-
tions today, but the Dalmatians aren’t. 
The tradition has been carried on, and 
it may be as much for the looks and 
appeal of these beautiful dogs as it is for 
their nostalgic tie to yesteryear. 

While all the facts are well founded, 
there is a common but false rumor that 
these spotted dogs that breed enthusi-
asts would like dispelled. It’s that Dal-
matians are kept at firehouses because 
they’re deaf and therefore, the siren 
does not bother their ears nor make 
them “spook” like it would other dogs. 

“I once heard that on national TV and 
could not believe my ears,” says Chris 
Benoit, president of the Chicagoland 
Dalmatian Club. “It’s true that there is a 
problem with deafness in the breed, but 
that story is totally false!” 

SOURCE: www.windsorfire.com — Here’s the Answer in Black and White: 

Reprinted from May/June 1992 issues of Reminisce Magazine

DALMATIANS CONTINUED

SHUTTERSTOCK.COM

During World War II, Dalmatians were used to carry 
secret messages and emergency supply kits.

Dalmatian puppies are born white, without spots. 
Spots start appearing when the puppy is about 10 
to 14 days old, and spots continue to appear on the 
dog’s body as it grows.

George Washington, Benjamin Franklin and painter 
Pablo Picasso all owned Dalmatians.

Dalmatians are extremely smart, stubborn and may 
be easily bored. Like some children, they like to see 
how much they can get away with.
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Financial basics 
for young adults

Whether you’re just starting high 
school or graduating from college, 
the future seems like a long and 
open road. You’ll soon be faced with 
a number of important financial deci-
sions. Get important tips and tricks 
as you begin your financial journey.

Retirement: Begin saving early. 
Compound interest will drastically 
cut down on the amount of principal 
you’ll need to invest during the 
course of your working career.

Insurance: Paying monthly 
health insurance premiums beats 
the cost of paying for a hospital visit 
without insurance. Just because 
you’re young and healthy now 
doesn’t mean you won’t need 
medical attention in the future. Take 
care of yourself.

Taxes: Keep in mind how taxes 
affect your income. Federal and 
state taxes take a sizable chunk of 
funds from your paycheck.

Credit: Your credit score affects 
almost every aspect of your financial 
life. Improve your score by paying 
bills on time, behaving responsibly 
with credit cards and proving you 
can pay off purchases in a timely 
manner.

Investing: Putting money in solid, 
affordable mutual funds is a smart 
way to invest. If you’re unfamiliar 
with the process, talk to a trusted 
financial advisor.

Borrowing: No matter how much 
you save, there will come a day 
when you need a loan. Consider the 
length of time, interest rates and 
whether or not interest is fixed or 
adjustable before you sign. The most 
important part is to make sure you 
can avoid financial strain while you 
pay it back.



FIRE FACTS

Home fires 
● One home structure fire was 
reported every 85 seconds in 
2010.
● In 2010, U.S. fire departments 
responded to 369,500 home 
structure fires. These fires caused 
13,350 civilian injuries, 2,640 
civilian deaths and $6.9 billion in 
direct damage.

Escape planning  
● Only one-third of Americans 
have both developed and prac-
ticed a home fire escape plan.
● One-third of Americans who 
made a plan estimate they 
would have at least 6 minutes 
before a fire in their home would 
become life-threatening. The time 
available is often less. Only 8 
percent said their first thought on 
hearing a smoke alarm would be 
to get out! 

Smoke alarms
● Almost two-thirds (62 percent) 
of reported home fire deaths 
resulted from fires in homes with 
no smoke alarms or no working 
smoke alarms.
● In fires considered large 
enough to activate the smoke 
alarm, hard-wired alarms operat-
ed 92 percent of the time, while 
battery powered alarms operated 
only 77 percent of the time.

Cooking 
● Cooking has been the leading 
cause of reported home fires and 
home fire injuries since 1990. 
Unattended cooking was by far 
the leading cause of these fires.
● 90 percent of burns associ-
ated with cooking equipment 
resulted from contact with hot 
equipment or some other non-fire 
source.

Heating
● Heating equipment was the 
leading cause of reported home 
fires in the 1980s and has gener-
ally ranked second since then.  
● The leading factor contributing 
to heating equipment fires was 
failure to clean, principally cre-
osote from solid fueled heating 
equipment, primarily chimneys.
Portable or fixed space heaters, 
including wood stoves, were 
involved in one-third (32 percent) 
of home heating fires and four out 
of five (79 percent) home heating 
deaths.

®

Check out
sparky.org
for more fun!

Fire Safety
CHECKLIST

�e                                   Family’s

Sparky is a trademarks of the NFPA.

Do you have working smoke alarms on every level in 
your home and inside every bedroom?

Does a grown-up test your smoke alarms at 
least once a month?

Are your smoke alarms less than 10 years old? (If 
they are more than 10 years old, you need new ones.)

Do you know the sound of your smoke alarms?

Does your family have a home fire escape plan?

Do you know two ways out of every room?

Does your plan have an outside meeting place?

Does your family have a fire drill at least twice a year?

Does everyone at home know how to call the fire 
department once they are outside?

Do you get outside and stay outside if the smoke 
alarm sounds?   

Rabbits build their burrows with TWO WAYS OUT
so they’ll always be able to escape if they
sense danger. You need to be ready, too. You
can do that by having two ways out of every room
in your home in case there’s a fire. NOW HOP
TO IT and GET A JUMP ON FIRE SAFETY. 

If all boxes have YES checked,
your family is rabbit ready. If
there are some boxes checked
NO, ask a grown-up to help
you fix the problem.  

1. According to an NFPA survey, only 1/3 of Americans have:
a. smoke alarms and a home escape plan
b. developed and practiced a home fire escape plan
c. smoke alarms in the bedroom
d. an outside meeting place

2. If a fire breaks out in your home, you have 
_________ to get out once the smoke alarm sounds:
a. 30 minutes
b. 20 minutes
c. 10 minutes
d. a few minutes

ANSWERS: 1: b; 2: d; 3: d 4: b; 5: d; 6: b; 7: c 

QUIZ 3. You should know at least ____ ways out 
of every room in your home.
a. five
b. four

c. three
d. two

4. All smoke alarms should be replaced every 
___________

a. 15 years
b. 10 years

c. 5 years
d. 1 year

5. A home fire escape drill should be 
practiced at least how often?
a. once a month
b. twice a month

c. once a year
d. twice a year

6. If the smoke alarm sounds, you should do what?
a. call the fire department and then leave the home
b. get outside and then call the fire department
c. remove the battery
d. wait for the fire department to arrive

7. If you have to escape through smoke
a. run as fast as you can to your way out
b. crawl on your stomach to your way out
c. get low and go under the smoke to your way out
d. hold your breath and walk slowly through the 
smoke to your way out
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Exercising your 
brain

Reading.  It’s amazing to 
read words!  Words can 
take you on adventures be-
yond your wildest dreams 
but did you know when you 
read you’re exercising your 
brain?  Scientists used 
sophisticated tools to peek 
inside the human brain 
and see what happens 
when we read.  As it turns 
out, reading is a very 
complex task that requires 
several different regions of 
the brain to work together.
Reading improves the con-
nectivity between various 
brain circuits and there’s 
evidence that simply read-
ing a good book can keep 
your brain working for days 
and possibly longer.
Just like muscles, your 
brain benefits from a good 
workout.  When you watch 
a movie or listen to music 
you don’t press pause, but 
reading gives you a unique 
pause button for compre-
hension and insight.  The 
benefits of all this mental 
activity include keeping 
your memory sharp, your 
learning capacity nimble 
and it keeps your mind in 
better shape as you get 
older.  So keep reading, 
read often and exercise 
your brain!

If you would like to receive FREE copies of Connect 1•2•3 for your classroom, order on the Web at deseretnews.com/nie.

Connect 1•2•3 is a FREE monthly educational section available 
only  to schools through the Deseret News. Published by the 
Deseret News Newspapers in Education

S P O N S O R E D  B Y

Connect 1•2•3
NIE Deseret News
55 N. 300 West

Salt Lake City, UT 
84101
801-237-2172

NIE director
Cindy Richards

Reproduced from NFPA’s Fire Prevention Week website, www.firepreventionweek.org. ©2012 NFPA.

Use the space at le� to 
create your 
home fire escape plan.

Memorize your fire department’s
emergency phone number and write it here:

• Draw a floor plan or a map of your home. 
   Show all doors and windows.
• Mark two ways out of each room.
• Mark all of the smoke alarms with         . Smoke alarms should 
   be in each sleeping room, outside each sleeping area and 
   on every level of the home.
• Pick a family meeting place outside where everyone can meet.
• Remember, practice your plan at least twice a year!  

Check out www.sparky.org for fire safety 
games and activities.

Sparky® is a trademark of NFPA.

Grown-ups: Children don’t always wake up when the smoke 
alarm sounds. 
Know what your child will do before a fire occurs. 
Get more information on smoke alarms and escape planning 
at www.nfpa.org/factsheets.

❍ Draw a map of your home. Show all doors and windows.

❍ Visit each room. Find two ways out.

❍ All windows and doors should open easily. You should be able to 
use them to get outside.  

❍ Make sure your home has smoke alarms. Push the test button to 
make sure each alarm is working.  

❍ Pick a meeting place outside. It should be in front of your home.
  Everyone will meet at the meeting place.

❍ Make sure your house or building number can be seen 
from the street.

❍
 

Talk about your plan with everyone in your home.

❍
 

Learn the emergency phone number for your fire department. 

❍
 

Practice your home fire escape drill!
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How to make a 
home fire escape plan
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Bats have long been associated with Halloween but the connection is by far less ominous than some 
would suspect. Halloween’s origins are rooted in ancient Celtic festival of Samhain, which marked 
the final harvest (in Ireland, this happened on October 31st). Folklore states that this was the time 
of year when the veil between worlds was the thinnest, allowing the spirit world to intermingle with 
the living.
During Samhain, the pagan Druids would gather together around giant bonfires to ward off evil 

spirits. Attracted to the warmth and bright light of these fires were many small flying insects. Nat-
ural food for hungry bats. People saw the bats flickering in and out of the firelight during the festi-
vals and they became a feature of Halloween lore.
The link between the bat and Halloween became strengthened with the discovery of the vampire 

bat in the 17th century. Tales of bats that drank blood had circulated throughout Europe for centu-
ries before but it wasn’t until the Spanish exploration of Central and South America that there was 
physical proof. It was a natural association for a dark holiday, a creature that laps the life blood of 
its prey in the dark of night.
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Managing your 
finances with  
technology

Technology is an ever- 
evolving resource. In recent 
years, we’ve seen online and 
wireless technology change 
the way we communicate, 
shop, travel, learn and even 
date. Pretty much anything 
can be done with your home 
computer, smartphone or 
tablet. This includes manag-
ing your money.

How we treat our finances 
has a direct impact on the 
way we live. Learn the basics 
about money at an early age 
to become more responsible 
and make smart financial 
decisions throughout your 
life.

According to a 2015 study 
from Pew Research Center, 
with the rising convenience 
of mobile devices, 92 
percent of U.S. teens report 
going online daily. Technol-
ogy provides people of all 
ages with an unprecedented 
global reach to informa-
tion. Utilize innovation and 
technology as an incredible 
point of access to financial 
services and education.

Young people can start 
to develop smart financial 
habits now. Begin by using 
technology to become finan-
cially literate, make sound 
decisions about future finan-
cial planning and learn the 
fundamentals of our national 
and global economy. VA
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 · BY GARY F. MCCRACKEN
BATCON.ORG

A prominent part of modern folklore 
about bats imagines them as the trans-
formed bodies or souls of dead people 
who are not at peace and who prowl 
the night sucking the blood of human 
victims: Vampires!

In Dracula, Bram Stoker not only 
coupled bats with vampires, but also 
coupled eastern European vampire 
mythology with a real person, Vlad Te-
pes (“Vlad the Impaler”), a Wallachian 
(Romanian) prince who lived from 1430 
or ’31 to 1476. Vlad Tepes was the son 

of Vlad Dracul. The younger Vlad called 
himself Dracula (“Son of Dracul”). 
During a period of bloodthirsty princes, 
Vlad Tepes was famously bloodthirsty, 
reputedly ordering the deaths of 
100,000 people, many his own subjects. 
There is no evidence that Vlad drank 
the blood of his victims, but he was an 
expert at torture. During his life, Vlad 
Tepes had allegiances at various times 
with both Christians and the Moslems, 
with the result that he was distrusted 
by all sides. With the invention of the 
printing press, handbills and pamphlets 
recounting, and perhaps exaggerating, 
his misdeeds were widely circulated by 

the German press. Vlad Tepes became 
infamous throughout Europe — one of 
the first people whose image was made 
by the media. He came to the attention 
of Bram Stoker.

The existence of vampire bats was 
well known in Europe by the 1890s, but 
whether Bram Stoker knew of them or 
not is uncertain. Stoker may simply have 
borrowed from and given a new twist 
to the folktales that associate bats with 
death. We can be certain of two things: 
that the vampire bats of the New World 
never lived in Vlad Tepes’ castle and 
that vampire bats were not the source of 
Old World vampire myths. 

SOURCE: kids.nationalgeographic.com

IMAGES FROM SHUTTERSTOCK

MANY PEOPLE ASSUME THAT THE 
ASSOCIATION OF BATS AND VAMPIRES 
IS AN ANCIENT TRADITION, HISTORY 
INDICATES THAT IT IS A RELATIVELY 
RECENT INVENTION

■ The word “vampir” means “blood drunken-
ness.” 

■ Vampire bats are found in Mexico, Central 
and South America. 

■ They feed on blood from cows, pigs, horses, 
and birds. Though uncommon, vampire bats 
occasionally bite humans for blood. 

■ Vampire bats make a small cut with their 
teeth and then lap up the flowing blood with 
their tongues.

■ These bats are so light and agile that they 
are sometimes able to drink blood from an ani-
mal for more than 30 minutes without waking it 
up. The blood sucking does not hurt the animal.

■ Unlike some other species of bats, vampire 
bats can walk, run, and jump. They have very 
strong hind legs and a special thumb that helps 
them take off after feeding. Also, heat sensors 

on their noses help them find a good spot on 
an animal’s body to feed.

■ If they can’t find blood for two nights in a 
row, they will die. Luckily, female bats can be 
generous. Well-fed bats will often regurgitate 
blood to share with others in exchange for 
grooming.

■ Female bats in captivity seem especially 
friendly toward new mothers. After a baby is 
born, other bats have been observed feeding 
the mother for about two weeks after the 
birth.

■ Vampire bats are the only known mammals 
that survive solely on blood.

■ A vampire bat’s body is only about the size 
of a human thumb.

■ A special substance in vampire bat saliva 
keeps blood from clotting.



Activities

FINISH

S
TA

R
T

BATS 
BLOOD 
BONFIRE
CELTIC 
DEAD 

DRACULA
FOLKLORE
HALLOWEEN
NIGHT
SAMHAIN

SCARY 
SOULS
SPIRITS
VAMPIRE

WORD 
SEARCH

Find the 14 words 
listed below. 
Words can 
be vertical, 

horizontal or 
diagonal.

Q X A J F Q E X E S U L M D X

X U L O C C I Q T R D E A D S

S O U F K E L A T B I O Z J R

W Z C V D L B S I H D P U H D

J M A F M T G G P V G H M E S

M Q R J S I D S H I A I S A D

Z S D T I C V H G L R S N N V

E R O L K L O F L P C I F V T

Y G Q Y X X K O T A A S T K V

J O D S C V W K R H X L N S R

Q Z L V Q E X Y M D M U N X H

U S K A E J C A C I D O S Q W

M J C N O J S S B B G S N T V

N E P A W L D O O L B V G O O

B O N F I R E M U V H O W A T

How many different words can you think  
of using the letters in VAMPIRE BATS? Try to think of 
words each using three, four, five, six letters per word. 

WORD SCRAMBLE

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.
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Activities

CREATING AN ACROSTIC POEM

ANSWERS

To create an acrostic, follow these five easy 
steps:
1. Decide what to write about.
2. Write your word down vertically.
3. Brainstorm words or phrases that describe 
your idea.
4. Place your brainstormed words or phrases 
on the lines that begin with the same letters.
5. Fill in the rest of the lines to create a poem.

V

A

M

P

I

R

E

B

A

T

Q X A J F Q E X E S U L M D X

X U L O C C I Q T R D E A D S

S O U F K E L A T B I O Z J R

W Z C V D L B S I H D P U H D

J M A F M T G G P V G H M E S

M Q R J S I D S H I A I S A D

Z S D T I C V H G L R S N N V

E R O L K L O F L P C I F V T

Y G Q Y X X K O T A A S T K V

J O D S C V W K R H X L N S R

Q Z L V Q E X Y M D M U N X H

U S K A E J C A C I D O S Q W

M J C N O J S S B B G S N T V

N E P A W L D O O L B V G O O

B O N F I R E M U V H O W A T

Read Today News
The Read Today team is excited to start a new 
school year. To help kick off a great year ahead Read Today stopped by Mid-
valley Elementary to celebrate a renewed three-year, $3-million grant that 
would supply tutors to students that need help with reading. The tutoring 
program will help thousands of Utah kids receive the mentoring they need 
to read at grade level. Governor Gary Herbert was in attendance and said 
reading is such an important part of education and it plays a huge factor 
in what we choose to do when we grow up. The better readers we are, the 
better jobs we can get and the more successful we’ll be.
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According to the United States 
Constitution, a presidential elec-
tion is to be held once every four 

years. The process of electing a president 
and vice president begins long before 
Election Day. Candidates from both major 
and minor political parties and indepen-
dent candidates begin to raise money and 
campaign at least one year in advance of 
the general presidential election. In order 
to officially represent a political party, 
a candidate must be nominated by that 
party.

There are many factors that influence who 
will ultimately become the candidate for a party. 
The public’s perception of the candidates is in-
fluenced by such things as media reports, public 
opinion polls, candidate preference surveys and 
advertising.

The spring of an election year is charac-
terized by intense campaigning for primaries 
and caucuses all over the nation. This process 

reaches its peak at the national conventions of 
the political parties. Once at the national party 
conventions, the delegates from the states cast 
votes for the person who will represent the po-
litical party in the November general election. In 
order to secure a party’s nomination, a candidate 
must receive a majority of the votes from the 
delegates. The candidate for president then must 
choose a vice presidential candidate.

If a president is running for re-election, this 
nomination process must be completed, even if 
the president does not have any opponents from 
within his own political party. 

Once the national conventions have been held 
and the candidates from the political parties 
have been nominated and chosen, the presiden-
tial election begins in earnest as a contest be-
tween the candidates from the political parties.

Some people choose to run for president 
without being affiliated with a political party. 
Such independent candidates need not concern 
themselves with getting nominated by a party, 
but they must meet other requirements. For 
example, such candidates are required to collect 
a large number of signatures to support their 
nominations. 

In this national presidential election, every 
citizen of legal age has an opportunity to vote. 
However, the president is not chosen by direct 
popular vote. The Constitution requires that a 
process known as the Electoral College ultimate-
ly decides who will win the general election.

The Electoral College is a method of indirect 
popular election of the president of the Unit-
ed States. Voters in each state actually cast a 
vote for a block of electors who are pledged to 
vote for a particular candidate. The number of 
electors for each state equals its Congressional 
representation.

After Election Day these electors assemble in 
their state capitals, cast their ballots and official-
ly select the next president of the United States. 
Legally, the electors may vote for someone other 
than the candidate for whom they were pledged 
to vote. Generally, this does not happen. 

The votes of the electors are then sent to Con-
gress where the president of the Senate opens 
the certificates and counts the votes. 

The president-elect and vice president-elect 
take the oath of office on Jan. 20.

SOURCE: bensguide.gpo.gov

JOHN LOCHER, ASSOCIATED PRESS

TAE-GYUN KIM, ASSOCIATED PRESS

MATT ROURKE, ASSOCIATED PRESS

JOHN RAOUX, ASSOCIATED PRESS

Republican presidential candidate 
Donald Trump.

Green Party presidential candidate 
Jill Stein. 

Democratic presidential candidate 
Hillary Clinton.

Libertarian presidential candidate 
Gary Johnson. 

Electing the president 
of the United States 
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DEFINITIONS
Caucus: A meeting of the local members of a political party to select delegates to the national party convention. A caucus an be a substitute for a primary election. 
Delegate: A person authorized to represent others as an elected representative to a political party conference. 
Elector: A member of the Electoral College. 
Electoral College:�e voters of each state, and the District of Columbia, vote for electors to be the authorized constitutional members in a presidential election.
Natural Born Citizen: Someone born with U.S. citizenship includes any child born "in" the United States, the children of United States citizens born abroad, and those born abroad of one citizen parent.
Primary: An election where voters select candidates for an upcoming general election. Winning candidates will have delegates sent to the national party convention as their party’s U.S. presidential nominee. 
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U.S. RESIDENT
14 YEARS

MINIMUM AGE
35 YEARS

NATURAL BORN
CITIZEN

REQUIREMENTS FOR
A PRESIDENTIAL
CANDIDATE

START

U.S. CONSTITUTION’S

$

VP

270
VOTES

PEOPLE WITH SIMILAR IDEAS BELONG TO 
THE SAME POLITICAL PARTY. THIS IS WHERE 
PRIMARIES AND CAUCUSES COME IN.

THERE ARE MANY PEOPLE WHO WANT TO BE 
PRESIDENT, EACH WITH THEIR OWN IDEAS 
ABOUT HOW GOVERNMENT SHOULD WORK.. CANDIDATES FROM EACH POLITICAL PARTY

CAMPAIGN THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY
TO WIN THE FAVOR OF THEIR PARTY MEMBERS.

PARTY MEMBERS SELECT THE BEST 
CANDIDATE THROUGH A SERIES OF 

DISCUSSIONS AND VOTES.

PARTY MEMBERS VOTE FOR THE
BEST CANDIDATE THAT WILL REPRESENT

THEM IN THE GENERAL ELECTION.

EACH PARTY HOLDS A NATIONAL 
CONVENTION TO SELECT A FINAL 

PRESIDENTIAL NOMINEE.

AT EACH CONVENTION, THE PRESIDENTIAL 
CANDIDATE CHOOSES A RUNNING MATE

(VICE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE).THE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES CAMPAIGN 
THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY TO WIN THE 
SUPPORT OF THE GENERAL POPULATION.

PEOPLE IN EVERY STATE ACROSS THE 
COUNTRY VOTE FOR ONE PRESIDENTIAL 
AND VICE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE.

WHEN PEOPLE CAST THEIR VOTE, THEY 
ARE ACTUALLY VOTING FOR A GROUP 
OF PEOPLE KNOWN AS ELECTORS.

IN THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE SYSTEM,
EACH STATE GETS A CERTAIN NUMBER OF ELECTORS 
BASED ON ITS REPRESENTATION IN CONGRESS.

EACH ELECTOR CASTS ONE VOTE FOLLOWING 
THE GENERAL ELECTION, AND THE CANDIDATE 
WHO GETS MORE THAN HALF (270) WINS.

THE NEWLY ELECTED PRESIDENT AND VICE 
PRESIDENT ARE INAUGURATED IN JANUARY.
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College  
application
guidelines 

to follow
Time is of the essence for high 

school juniors and seniors pouring 
over college applications. While the 
process can be stressful, if you’re 
organized and prepared, you can 
submit strong applications without 
getting crunched by deadlines. Here 
are a few basic tips:

Plan ahead: The application 
process can be time-consuming. 
Give yourself enough time to 
complete applications.

Know the requirements: 
Pay close attention to each applica-
tion’s instructions. Take your time, 
read carefully and double-check 
your work. Note any supplemental 
material that you’re asked to submit 
in addition to your transcript, test 
scores and recommendations.

Take advantage of 
common applications: 
Many schools allow you to submit 
a common application, which is 
the higher-education equivalent 
of consolidating your paperwork. 
Apply to multiple schools in about 
a third of the time and submit more 
applications at a lower cost.

Beat the deadlines: It’s in 
your best interest to beat a school’s 
application deadline by at least a 
week. This won’t necessarily give 
you a distinct advantage over other 
applications submitted on time, but 
there’s nothing more detrimental 
than missing the deadline.

Suit your strengths: In 
many ways, the college search 
is about finding the right fit, so 
streamline the number of schools 
you apply to and focus on ones 
that cater to your strengths and 
interests.
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DEFINITIONS
Caucus: A meeting of the local members of a political party to select delegates to the national party convention. A caucus an be a substitute for a primary election. 
Delegate: A person authorized to represent others as an elected representative to a political party conference. 
Elector: A member of the Electoral College. 
Electoral College:�e voters of each state, and the District of Columbia, vote for electors to be the authorized constitutional members in a presidential election.
Natural Born Citizen: Someone born with U.S. citizenship includes any child born "in" the United States, the children of United States citizens born abroad, and those born abroad of one citizen parent.
Primary: An election where voters select candidates for an upcoming general election. Winning candidates will have delegates sent to the national party convention as their party’s U.S. presidential nominee. 
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Ben needs someone to test 
out his new word scramble for 
his newspaper, the Pennsyl-
vania Gazette. Can you figure 
out the U.S. President’s name?

MY NICKEL
AM SAD
RASH IRON
GOOD LICE
A NIGHT SNOW
COLT INN
JEFF SNORE
A RANGE
VEND A CELL
AH YES
DORF
TRANG
JANSOCK
LIONSW
HUBS
VELLDANCE
COLLINN
RUNMAT
WE SEE RHINO

ACTIVITY
Well, let’s see how well you 
did. Here are the answers:

MY NICKEL (McKinley)
AM SAD (Adams)
RASH IRON (Harrison)
GOOD LICE (Coolidge)
A NIGHT SNOW (Washington)
COLT INN (Clinton)
JEFF SNORE (Jefferson)
A RANGE (Reagan)
VEND A CELL (Cleveland)
AH YES (Hayes)
DORF (Ford)
TRANG (Grant)
JANSOCK (Jackson)
LIONSW (Wilson)
HUBS (Bush)
VELLDANCE (Cleveland)
COLLINN (Lincoln)
RUNMAT (Truman)
WE SEE RHINO (Eisenhower)
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Road to 270
�e latest AP analysis of the 2016 
electoral landscape

GEOGRAPHIC ELECTORAL ANALYSIS

Updated Sept. 30, 2016272 198

SOURCE: AP Election Services

In Maine and Nebraska, two 
electoral votes are allocated 
to the statewide winner and 
one to the winner of each 
congressional district, raising 
the possibility of a split vote in 
those states. 

ME

NE

SOURCE: GenForward poll

Young voters still high on Obama 
Voting-age Americans 30 and under give President Barack Obama high marks for his 
presidency but are not nearly as enthusiastic about the major party candidates vying 
to succeed him, according to a new GenForward poll of young voters.

Results based on survey of 1,851 U.S. adults ages 18-30 conducted Sept. 1-14. Margin of error is ±3.8 
percentage points.

AFRICAN- 
AMERICANS

ASIAN- AMERICANS
HISPANICS WHITES

Favorable

Unfavorable 33 45

60

65

50 52 33

42

Percentage with a favorable or unfavorable impression of Democratic 
presidential nominee Hillary Clinton:

5% 9 10 30

Percentage with a favorable or unfavorable impression of Republican 
presidential nominee Donald Trump:

Approve

Disapprove 9 18 38

73 49

11

Percentage who approve or disapprove of how Barack Obama is 
handling his job as president:

78% 70

Favorable

Unfavorable 84 83 85 67
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“Mr Lemoncello’s 
Library Olympics,” 
by Chris Grabenstein.  
Mr. Lemoncello has 
invited teams from 
all across America 
to compete in the 
first-ever LIBRARY 
OLYMPICS. But 
something suspicious 
is going on . . . books are missing from 
Mr. Lemoncello’s library. 

“Bad Kitty: Drawn 
to Trouble,” by Nick 
Bruel. Kitty encounters 
what may be her 
most formidable foe 
yet: her creator! Kitty 
soon learns that feline 
manipulation works 
both ways — especially 
when you’re at the wrong end of your 
author’s pencil.

“The Island of Dr. 
Libris,” by Chris Gra-
benstein. What if your 
favorite characters 
came to life? Billy’s 
spending the summer 
in a lakeside cabin 
that belongs to the mysterious Dr. Libris. 
But something strange is going on.

“The Book Itch: 
Freedom, Truth, & 
Harlem’s Greatest 
Bookstore,” by Vaun-
da Micheaux Nelson. 
In the 1930s, Lewis’ 
dad, Lewis Michaux 
Sr., had an itch he 
needed to scratch — a 
book itch. How to scratch it? He started 
a bookstore in Harlem and named it the 
National Memorial African Bookstore.

“The Land of 
Stories: Beyond the 
Kingdoms,” by Chris 
Colfer. The Masked 
Man is on the loose 
in the Land of Stories, 
and it’s up to Alex and 
Conner Bailey to stop 
him ... except Alex 
has been thrown off 
the Fairy Council, and 
no one will believe they’re in danger.

This month the librarians at Salt Lake City 
Public Library have chosen the theme: This 
month it’s “Books About Books” in honor of 
the Utah Humanities Book Festival the month 
of October.

CHECK IT OUT

If you would like to receive FREE copies of Connect 1•2•3 for your classroom, order on the Web at deseretnews.com/nie.

Connect 1•2•3 is a FREE monthly educational section available 
only  to schools through the Deseret News. Published by the 
Deseret News Newspapers in Education
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Activities

Editorial Cartoons: Editorial cartoonists use a variety of tools to communicate 
their message. Among them are use of symbols, caricatures, stereotypes and 
analogies. Find editorial cartoons about the candidates. Which of these tools is 
being used in the various cartoons? What prior knowledge did you need to call 
on in order to make sense of the cartoon? Now create your own editorial cartoon 
about a candidate’s position that you either agree or disagree with.

Presidential Choices: Find articles about important decisions or policy choices 
the current president is making. Now pretend you are a news reporter at a press 
conference with presidential candidates. Write questions you’d ask them about 
the current president’s choices and what choices they would make. Now try to 
find the answer to your questions using the newspaper and the internet. Finally, 
write your news story with the answers to your questions. Make sure to use the 
5W’s and H (Who, What, When Where, Why & How) in the first paragraph.

How to Decipher the Polls
During a presidential election race, the 
news media often become fixated not on 
the candidates’ ideas or their campaigning, 
but on the latest poll results. Here are a few 
things to keep in mind as you sort through all 
the numbers:
● Who sponsored the poll? Special-interest 
organizations often sponsor polls that are 
designed to place their issues at the top of 
the list of voters’ concerns.
● Who was surveyed? Was it all adults or 
just likely voters? All parents or parents of 
school-age kids? Such factors can have a 
dramatic impact on poll results.
● How were the questions worded? The 
exact wording of survey questions also can skew 
the results.
● When was the survey conducted? A poll is a 
snapshot of people’s opinions at a specific time. 
If one candidate is getting favorable attention in 
the news during the week of the poll, then the 
numbers are likely to reflect it.
● What is the margin of error? Typically, a reputa-
ble poll has a margin of error of 5 percent or less. 
Translation: If the margin of error is 5 percent and 
one candidate is ahead in the poll by 5 percent, 
then it’s just as likely that the race is a dead heat.
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